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Media Release

Growing green thumbs to prepare our children for a changing world.
Preparing students for a changing world is the theme of a professional development workshop for school teachers to be hosted during the Australasian Permaculture Convergence (APC10) on September 25.

This workshop will be led by Australia’s leading school garden designers and educators Janet Millington and Carolyn Nuttall. 
“This workshop provides a one-off unique opportunity that will enable teachers to explore the issues involved in using school gardens as learning tools with people who have been doing this work successfully for nearly two decades”, said Conference Organiser, Ms. Georgie Kruse.

Tom O'Donnell, Manager of the Flexible Learning Centre in Cairns, is encouraging other principals and teachers to register for the workshop.  The Centre’s Permaculture Garden was a feature of their winning submission to the Regional Education Queensland Showcase Awards for Inclusive Education.
“So much has happened here because of this garden,” Mr. O’Donnell said. 
“It’s given us the opportunity to build relationships with young people and adults, particularly those from other cultures, through growing a garden.  It is also a strong symbol of our long term future planning and community development.”
“The beauty of this workshop is that permaculture design will also assist schools to develop the mandatory School Environment Management Plan.”

“Teachers and nominated staff will also be able to network with people locally and across Australia to get the very best advice, and will have a peer group to refer to, long after the workshop has finished”, said Ms. Kruse.

Practical and applied learning strategies to help teachers meet curriculum outcomes, as well as developing student’s scientific thinking skills will receive particular attention during the workshop. 

The workshop is open to nominated parents and friends of a school as well as registered teachers, and teachers in training.

“The workshop is during school holidays, which doesn’t seem to be deterring people from registering.  Places are filling quickly”, said Ms. Kruse.

The workshop is supported by the Department of Education with all participants receiving a complementary copy of Janet Millington and Carolyn Nuttall’s book Outdoor Classrooms, used in over 1500 schools Australia-wide.

Date: Saturday 25th September, Candlenut Steiner School, Boyles Road, Kuranda.
Time: 10am – 4pm.  Cost: $80  
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Come meet the Permaculture Cairns gardeners who meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 6pm at the Flexible Learning Centre, opposite The Trinity Bay SHS, Clark St, Manunda.  Everyone is welcome.


